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CONGREGATION 
OF THE MISSIONARY SISTERS 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


ORIGIN AND AIM: The Congregation of 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was founded in 1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
to rescue, moralize and regenerate the pagan 
and Mohammedan woman, and through her 
attain the family and society. Exclusively 
vowed to the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters 
devote their lives to the natives in every 
work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical, 
Medical, Educational. 


GOVERNMENT AND APPROBATION: 


The Congregation is governed by a Superior 
General who depends directly on the Holy 
See. The Constitutions were definitely ap- 
proved by decree the 14th of December 1909 
and promulgated on the 3rd of January 1910. 


SPIRIT: The Spirit of the Congregation is 
one of obedience, humility, simplicity, and 
zeal; and the life of the Sisters one of pov- 
erty, mortification and labor. 


* * * * 


The Congregation numbers over 1,500 
Professed Sisters who are devoting their lives 
to the Natives in 120 Missions, that spread 
out through— 


North Africa: 
Mountains, Sahara. 


West Africa: 
West Africa. 


Algeria, Tunisia, Atlas 
The Gold Coast, French 


East Africa: Kenya, Nyassaland, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda, Rhodesia, Belgian Congo, 
Rwanda, Urundi. 


* * * * 


OUR AMERICAN HOME IS AT: 


White Sisters Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


THE MESSENGER OF 
OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


is edited and published bi-monthly with 
ecclesiastical approbation by the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), 
Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription . 
$1.00. Entered as second class matter Decem- 
ber 15, 1931, at the post office of Metuchen, 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES 
Three Masses are said monthly for the living 


and deceased benefactors of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa. Moreover, they share in the prayers 
and apostolic labors of over fifteen hundred 
White Sisters, who are working in the African 
Missions; and in the prayers and acts of self 
denial that the Natives, so willingly, offer up 
daily for their benefactors. 


TO AVOID THE MISSIONS 
UNNECESSARY EXPENSE, 
kindly notify us immediately of a change of 


address. If you do not, the postal authorities 
will tax us for their notification. 
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Give Us Missionaries... 


“Give us God,” he cries, Our Fathers who are left 

Is then our need the less, Are charged with other flocks 
Because of others’ sighs To pasture (though bereft 

And anguish of distress? Of help) among the rocks 
“Our Fathers have been taken Of paganism. None 

To battle in the wars Of that dear white-robed band 
Against a godless nation Of women, have now won 

And our own needs are marred.” Their way to Africa’s strand. 
They are too few to break “For four long years. We plead 

Our Bread—the Bread of Life: In vain for succour, Pray 
Too few our thirst to slake; That God, in our deep need, 

We falter in the strife.” Turn not His Face away.” 


( Please turn the page ) 
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May He replenish the White Sisters’ ranks 
With Crusaders full of zeal and love 
And lead them to far African lands 


To teach us of Heaven above. 


Lord we plead, may many be called 
And give them a heart all willing to leave 
Since Thou wilt reward with joys untold, 


The generous heart that lives only to give. 


A CRUSADER VOWS HER LIFE TO THE AFRICAN MISSIONS 


On May 2nd at the Quebec Novitiate, Sr. M. Kateri Tekakwitha (Miss Catherine 
Meagher, Brooklyn, N. Y.) took her Vows. 


Sister is a former pupil from Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School, where she 
was a member and officer of the Sanctus Carolus Unit C.S.M.C. 


May other Crusaders follow in her footsteps by consecrating their life to work on 
the African Missions where “the Harvest indeed is white but the harvesters are too few.” 


i 
i 
| 


The Ceremony at the Motherhouse Chapel, Algiers, North Africa 
Clothing, Profession, Perpetual Vows 


Where young White Sisters pledge their lives to the service of the poor Africans. 
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Golden Jubilees - 


On October 7th, 1942, four Missionary Sisters of 
Our Lady of Africa celebrated their 50th anniversary 
of religious profession. They were Mother Clet, Sis- 
ter Marcelline from our Motherhouse Sanatorium, 
Algiers, Mother St. Jude from Algiers Consuls and 
Sister Jean Baptist from the Motherhouse. 


The general Jubilee celebration took place at the 
Sanatorium where the four heroines were present -— 
this seldom happens at the White Sisters, whose 
mission field is so scattered. 


The religious profession of October 1892 was the 
last during the lifetime of His Eminence Cardinal 
Lavigerie, our Venerated Father and Founder. Eight 
Sisters took their Vows that day. We know Readers 
will join their prayerful congratulations to ours for 
our dear Jubilarians. 


a 


Our Boys in Africa - 


Word has just reached us from one of our North 
Africa Missions that nearby, around Christmas time, 
there was a Camp of American Soldiers of which 
almost the whole Battalion was Catholic. 


We want to share with the Parents and Relatives 
of our Men, our joy at hearing how edifying they 
were. Christmas was most religiously observed. 
Confessions were numerous, White Fathers in the 
surroundings helped the Chaplains. Attendance at 
Holy Mass and Communion was in a body. 

Sister added her pleasure at accompanying their 
hymns during the Christmas Mass, and also how 
they had provided the choicest flowers to decorate 
the Altar and the Church. 

Let us continue by our prayers to help our Men be 
ever faithful to God and Country. 


is: acide 


Helping in North Africa - 


The Mission house of Birkadem has been in part 
requested for the sick from the Mustapha Hospital, 


Algiers. 
ee 


Also the Sisters from Algiers-Verdun Red Cross 
Hospital have been asked to provide a Nursing Staff 
of Sisters for a Military Hospital in Algiers. The 
Community at the Hospital has been increased in 
consequence and the Sisters travel to and fro, morn- 
ing and night. 


Recently our Sisters in the Sahara have been en- 
trusted with the Native Hospitals in the various 
oases where they are already established. 
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A Record - 


Sister M. Agathe, our dean in age, celebrated her 
90th birthday last February 14. This is a record at 
the White Sisters . . . which goes to prove that to 
become a missionary is no attempt to commit suicide, 


Ee was 
35 Years a Printer - 


Is the record of Sister M. St. Remi, who has seen 
and helped the development of our Mission Press at 
the Motherhouse, Algiers. It started with a hand 
press and has recently reached the electric power 
stage. 


The Printing Department at the Motherhouse, 
where news from the various Missions is regu- 
larly printed and sent to the Communities of 
White Sisters in Africa, America and Europe. 


OBITUARY 


Rev. J. M. Burke, Millbury, Mass. 

Rev. J. Cusset, W.F. 

Rev. R. Mauroy, W.F. 

Rev. Sr. M. Brendan Mercy Sisters, Worcester, Mass. 
Sr. Rose de Ste. Marie, St. Charles, Algeria 

Sr. M. Camille de Lellis, Thibar, Tunisia 

Sr. M. Anne de Jesus, Biskra, Sahara 

Sr. M. Coecilia-Marie, St. Charles, Algeria 

Sr. M. Cyriaque, W.S., Algiers 
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Missionary and M.D. 


UCH were the promising qualifications of Sister Mary Borgia, who passed away so 
tragically, victim of an air raid over the Algiers Cervantes Ophthalmic Clinic, last 
November. 


Some of us here at Metuchen who had the pleasure of knowing and living with 
Sister, have kept remembrance of her striking simplicity and her keen missionary spirit 
—- though when the dear Lord summoned her, her years in religion were few. 


Coming from a Protestant Medical Family, she became acquainted with the Cath- 
olic religion whilst she was studying Medicine at Edinburg, and began instruction despite 
the opposition of her Parents. Having obtained her M.D. as Surgeon — she soon joined 
the White Sisters’ Training Center in Heston, England. 


After her Religious Profession which took place at the Motherhouse, Algiers, in 
May 1939, she was sent to St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Les Attafs, where she worked till a few 
months previous to her death when she was transferred to the Ophthalmic Clinic. 


Whilst waiting for more peaceful days that would enable her to join the Central 
Missions, where she was anxiously awaited, she was perfecting herself in Ophthalmic 
Science. God in His infinite Wisdom found her ripe for Heaven. 


No talent so great, no talent so small that cannot be used in the Missions. 


Some Medical Statistics from the White Sisters Missions. 
for one year’s time 


In 37 Hospitals, 32,256 patients received care. 
29 Maternities, 3,205 cases received attention. 


44 Baby Welfare Centers, 5,142 babies were fed and received periodical examination. 
98 Dispensaries, 3,208,183 were treated. 


9 Leper Colonies, 1,935 received nursing and lodging. 


Besides 41,949 Visits were made to the Sick at Domicile, which yielded 4,748 Baptisms of 
children and 820 of adults, all “in periculo mortis." 


Sister Mary Borgia, 
in the operating room, 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, 

Les Attafs. 
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Welcoming a New Baby 


HE SEVENTH DAY after the birth of a child in a Mohammedan family is a day of 


rejoicing. 


It is celebrated with more or less festivity according to the customs of the 


community, the wealth of the parents, and the feelings with which the child is greeted. 


In Tunisia the child is named on this 
day. The guests are allowed to admire 
the baby's pretty layette and comment on 
the mother’s good taste concerning it. In 
Biskra where there are more poor families 
the mothers do not have this satisfaction. 
They must be content with only the re- 
quired ceremony. 

A boy is born to a friend of the Sisters. 
He is all the more welcome because being 
born after two girls he has been very 
much wanted. They come to us quickly 
to tell us the good news and invite us to 
come to the celebration the seventh day. 

We accept the invitation and bring a 
little gift for the baby and mother. When 
we arrive at the gourbi we knock, but 
there is so much noise inside they do not 
hear us, so we enter. There are dancers 
and singers accompanied by tambourines. 
The noise is deafening, but to them it is 
the proper thing and in good 
taste. 

At our entrance into the 
room, things become more 
quiet and everyone returns 
to her place. Many of the 
women are seated on the 
floor on mats, but it is still 
difficult to see as the room is 
very dark, in comparison to 
the bright sun light outside. 
We greet and congratulate 
the mother who is very hap- 
py about the birth of her little 
Lzahar. She does not doubt 
the sincerity of our good 
wishes, and to each of them 
she answers “Amin."’ Lzahar 
means ‘the chance” and we 
pray that some day he will 
be able to justify his name 
and have the chance to 
know the good God. 


The women want to be ad- 


The common means of 
transportation in the Sahara 
and around Biskra. 


The women and children 
are in the "bassour." 
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mired. They are dressed in the loudest of 
colors, wear much jewelry, five or six sil- 
ver bracelets on each arm, large gold ear- 
rings, etc. These are poor people and if 
they have no jewelry of their own they 
borrow some from a neighbor, a friend or 
relative. This explains why one always 
finds the natives wearing fine clothes and 
jewelry. 

We greet each of the guests and inquire 
about them and their families. Two young 
dancers ask the singers to accompany 
their dance in honor of the new born baby. 
It is gracious and well chosen for the pres- 
ence of the Sisters. 

The attention is now focused on the 
baby. An old lady, also a friend of ours, 
is given the baby which is wrapped in a 
blanket; before her they place a dish con- 
taining a green paste, made from henne 
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Welcoming a New Baby 


( Concluded ) 


leaves. Before covering his little hands a 
piece of money and a lump of sugar is 
brought. She says, “I place this piece of 
sugar in his left hand so that he will be 
gentle, and in his right hand this piece of 
money so that he will be rich.” She then 
covers him with henne, even his little feet 
which are then wrapped in a cloth, as are 
his hands, remaining thus until the follow- 
ing day. By then they will have acquired 
the desired brownish-red color which for 
them has been in style since time imme- 
morial. They think it very pretty. 

The little gentleman is then dressed in 
his prettiest clothes. On his head is placed 
a lace bonnet and on the white strings 
which tie it are pinned a sachet of cumin, 
a piece of alum, and a verse from the 
book of Coran. All of these are to pre- 
serve him from the evil eye for they be- 
lieve there are many people with bad in- 
tentions who just by looking at him will 
cause him illness. 

Since his birth seven days ago, little 
Lzahar has not left the room where he was 
born for the spirits which inhabit the 
house, called “djenouns,” would have 
harmed him. These spirits are every- 
where, in the house, in the water, in the 
fire. All these must be made favorable 
to them. 

The baby is placed in an old basket 
and is carried at the head of the proces- 
sion by the old woman. The guests follow. 
She walks around the first room, muttering 
a formula which the profane (that's us) 
should not hear. They pass in the same 
way through the second and third rooms. 
In the back of the last room is a little 
alcove. On reaching it the old lady turns 
and we hear these words: 

“O Spirits, this is your child, he belongs 
to you. He will never do anything to dis- 
please you. Be with him, never do him 
harm.” 

All danger is now eliminated. The cer- 
emony being finished, the baby is re- 
turned to its mother who kisses and ca- 
resses it. It seems that her motherly love 
is now reassured. 

Poor Mohammedan women who live in 
continual fear of all sorts of mishaps. If 
they but knew the law of love, and of 
peace of Our Gentle Lord. Grant Heav- 
enly Father to send workers into your 
fields, to teach them the way to work effi- 


caciously. A White Sister. 
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Ants in Africa (Concluded) 


in formed groups, for the moment when 
they must attack. So perfect is the or- 
dered procession that it is possible to 
follow the exact route they have taken. 
Indeed, the ants may be nothing in size 
compared to the elephants of the forest, 
but when it comes to a question of power, 
the ants certainly are foremost. Eventual- 
ly, the black-ant army approaches some 
place where there is food—and they 
make short work of that! 

In silence and with unbroken formation, 
onward go the ants, bringing ruin to gar- 
dens, announcing their presence to dogs 
by sundry sharp bites on the most vulner- 
able parts of their bodies and causing the 
unfortunate creatures to betake themselves 
at top speed to the highest available point 
in the neighbourhood! 

Truly a formidable enemy! 
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Ants In Africa 


HE ANT-HILL HOMES of the white 

ants of Equatorial Africa, provide a 

good subject for study. These minia- 
ture mountains, sometimes rise to a height 
of ten feet, dwarfing the tallest man, and 
are pointed or conical in shape, reminding 
one, where there are groups of them, of 
some of the famous stalictite caves. 


The inside of an ant-hill is a labyrinth of 
passages arranged with the amazing or- 
derliness of a honeycomb. From the out- 
side, the hill is quite smooth and regular. 


When one of these marvels of nature is 
broken open, not an easy task this, for 
they are very hard, there is a mass of 
what looks like small seeds all mixed up 
with the dark earth. These “seeds” are 
the eggs of the Queen, the mother of the 
ants. She lives at the very bottom of her 
ant-hill-palace, never moving about, doing 
nothing at all but produce more and more 
eggs, unceasingly. She is waxen in color, 
much larger than the worker-ants, and is 
surrounded by a guard of honor of warrior 
ants, who, in their turn, are larger than the 
worker-ants, yet much smaller than the 
queen. If by any chance, the queen 
should be removed from the ant-hill, the 
whole colony goes away, for she is the 
only one who counts; round her all the 
interest centres, but it would be necessary 
for someone to lift her out, for she is too 
fat to make the slightest move for herself! 


From another point of view, the white 
ants are plainly a nuisance. One never 
knows where an ant-hill will spring up or 
where a tribe of ants will found a new 
colony. 

On one occasion, the teacher and 
pupils were greeted in the morning, by 
the sight of a brand-new ant-hill right in 
the middle of their class-room. It had 
simply sprung up overnight! This is quite 
a common occurrence. White ants, too, 
are very fond of good things to eat, espe- 
cially anything greasy and they have 
been found making their way in multi- 
tudes, to the pantry. Besides these things, 
they love wood, paper, and make short 
work of walls, pictures and books, should 
the fancy take them to migrate into the 
house or the school. 

These clever, ubiquitous insects can be 
the despair of the foresters and the Tele- 
graph Company. The wise man, when 
engaged in setting up telegraph-poles, will 
see that he has among his workmen some 


natives who are well versed in a knowl- 
edge of the habits of these greedy though 
tiny enemies. How they love dry wood! 
There is a story of an Inspector of His 
Majesty's Telegraph Co., who was some- 
what ignorant of these ants’ ways. He 
planted his telegraph-poles of dry wood, 
and thereupon the ants feasted, colonies 
of them, so that one fine day, five of them, 
having been completely hollowed, were 
blown down by the wind. Little, except 
the metal parts remained! 


These white ants are quite blind and 
never travel in the light of day, but make 
themselves underground passages at an 
incredible speed. Thus it is possible for 
food or anything they like, though presum- 
ably far enough from an ant-hill, to be 
completely demolished in a night. 


Though they are truly the enemies of 
man for many reasons, yet the natives 
have some use for these ants, in fact, they 
like them to eat. There is a season when 
these insects take to themselves a pair of 
wings and, breaking through their ant- 
hills, proceed to fly about. This is the 
season when they are considered good to 
eat. The natives set little traps on the ant- 
hills and when they have captured a sup- 
ply of the inhabitants, either eat them just 
as they are or grill them. The evidence is 
that roasted ants are like walnuts! ... 


2 &@ & & @ 


The darker cousins of the termites (white 
ants,) are the black ants who are more 
inclined to attack man's person as well as 
his belongings. Their bite is extremely 
painful, and they would very soon make 
their presence felt if one were to tread on 
a regiment of them in the dark! Some 
times they even find their way to some- 
one’s bed —and then it is a case of a 
quick move and a complete change! 

Order and regimentation are special 
features of the habits of these black ants. 
They actually march in divisions like a 
well-drilled army, the warrior-ants going 
ahead and enclosing the “workmen” in 
serried ranks of two, three, or four, and 
bearing their mandibles (jaws) crossed 
over the column, in the same fashion as 
officers in the army make a tunnel with 
their swords at the wedding of a brother- 
officer. Thus the rows of warrior-ants, 
who form a protective phalanx, are ready 


( Concluded on opposite page ) 
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From RUANDA 


Reverend Mother Theodora: 
To thank you for all your kindness I am enclosing “snaps” which I think will interest you. 


One is the White Sisters’ Convent at Usumbura. 


- URUNDI 


You can see the center and one wing, the other is 


similar to it, but at this season ramblers and various greens hide it. It is a beautiful convent of modern build, 
very pretty in its simplicity, and calm like all the Missions are. An interior garden is surrounded by the con- 
vent and all the mission compound. What is visible on the photo is the exterior garden. 


The other “snap” shows some Native Sisters of Ruanda where we visited, toward the end of December. 
Their habit is blue with a blue veil for the Professed Sisters, the Novices wear a white veil. The photo was 
taken at Kansi, a few miles from Astrida, capital of Ruanda. 


These Native Sisters are the most gratifying result obtained so far by the Missionaries. Their convents 
are enchanting havens, they themselves are charming, pious, and are rendering real and valuable service to 
the White Sisters. Their Novitiate is at Isavi for Ruanda, as Urundi forms another Vicariate with its own 


Novitiate. 


Well, Mother, I must give you news of my little family. Jean goes to school at the White Sisters, but the 
Sisters are too tolerant with these boys and they abuse of it—-our Jean joining in with the others. 


January 1943 Mrs. M ...., Usumbura. 


It must be noted that this fine building is a tribute to the generosity of the Belgian Government 


The White Sisters’ 


Convent, Usumbura. 


A group of Native 


Sisters from Ruanda. 


and its mission aid program. Usumbura being in territory under Belgian tutelage. 


MISSION MINDNESS AMONG 


THE YOUNG 
From Honolulu 
Dear Reverend Mother Theodora: 


We want to let you know how deeply we feel for 
you and your Community with regard to the death 
of six of your Sisters who were killed. May they 
rest in peace! 

Mother, we have a Crusade Unit here and one of 
the boys made the motion that we send this check 
to you for your Sisters’ need in Africa. The amount 
is small but they promise more in the near future. 

Africa is mentioned daily and we pray that the 
Catholics will remember our mission effort as well as 
our war effort in that Continent. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 
St. Anthony's Crusade Unit. 


To Reverend Sister Moderator 
and the dear Crusaders: 

Your practical expression of sympathy is most ap- 
preciated, coming as it does from the outposts of our 
Country, that know what war ravages are. In return 
may the good God and Our Lady protect You All 
very specially. 


From New Jersey 
Dear White Sisters: 


The Second and Third Grades have just ransomed 
a little black baby and we want to name it Joseph 
Patrick. 

We are very happy we got it on March 19, as this 
was St. Joseph's Feast Day. 

Every day we pray for the Missions and for the 
poor little pagans. 

Your little friends, 
The Second and Third Graders. 
and again: 


We have just ransomed Teresa's little sister. We 
would like her to be named Rose Marie. 

The boys and girls of the Second and Third Grades 
had a race and the boys won. We are very glad 
because now Rose Marie's Easter will be a happy 
one indeed. 

Every day our Sister and class say a prayer for 
the Missions. 

Your little friends, 


The Boys of Grades Two and Three 
by Richard La Tourette. 


We are holding back several letters for lack of space. Watch the July-August "Messenger." 
We always enjoy news from our Mission Friends and Helpers. Their generosity 
is an encouragement to the Missionaries in these trying times. 
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in their African Missions, the sum of 


WANTED 


OUNG LADIES who are generous enough to devote their 

whole life to the African Missions, in answer to the prayer 

Our Divine Lord bade His Apostles make: “The harvest 
indeed is abundant, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore 
‘the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his har- 
vest.”” St. Luke X,2.... 


Also hearkening to our late Holy Father Pius XI prognos- 
tics for Africa: “The sun shines successively on different parts 
of the earth. At present the-Sun of Grace is shining on 
Africa. The times of Providence strike hourly. We must be 
on the alert so as to leave neither before nor after, but on the 
stroke sharp. And I, the Pope declare that Africa’s hour 
has struck.” 


Although the strain of the war in Africa has not received 
wide publicity, the White Sisters, whose mission field is exclu- 
sively that continent, are greatly worried over the decrease of 
recruits from Europe as a result of the war. 


If God in his mercy whispers to you His Divine Call, do 


not hesitate. God and souls are calling you. 


For information write to: 


Reverend Mother Superior 
White Sisters Convent 
Metuchen, New Jersey. 


WW) J00L 
Our Legal Title Is 


THE MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 


Don’t forget the missions in your WILL! You will never regret it, now or 
later. Why not include this clause? 


“I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa for use 
Dollars.” 
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Yow ¢s the time to Enlist 


Yes, for Post War Mission Reconstruction 
and Development, now is the time to Join the 
White Sisters. 


As we all know in Algiers alone, two air- 
raids took a toll of 21 Sisters, killed by explosive 
bombs. Six were Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 
of Africa. 


Christ and Our Lady are calling for Volun- 


teers for the Mission Service. Who Will Enlist? 
A Postulant, first step to become 


a Missionary Sister of For further information apply to: 


Our Lady of Africa. Reverend Mother 
White Sisters Convent 
Metuchen, New Jersey 


Basilica of Our Lady of Africa, Algiers — Hope and Comfort of All Afflicted. 
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